MINUTES OF ARKANSAS STATE POLICE COMMISSION MEETING
February 14, 2025

The Arkansas State Police Commission met on Friday, February 14, 2025, at the Arkansas
State Police Headquarters, Little Rock, Arkansas.

Commission Chairman Allison called the meeting to order at 10:04 a.m.

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Commissioner John Allison, Chairman
Commissioner Jim Hinkle, Vice Chairman
Commissioner Ken Reeves, Secretary
Commissioner Neff Basore
Commissioner Mike Akin
Commissioner Jeff Teague

MEMBER ON CONFERENCE CALL:
Commissioner Steve Edwards

STATE POLICE PERSONNEL PRESENT:

Colonel Mike Hagar Lt. Colonel Mike Kennedy
Lt. Colonel Jason Aaron Major Jeft Drew
Major Stacie Rhoads Major Ron Casey
Susan Tedford Kalika Rogers
Dan Mack Karen Perry
Jenna Castleberry Captain Craig Teague
Captain Dustin Morgan Captain Philip Hydron
Captain Rick Neill Captain Chris Goodman
Captain Joe Carter Lieutenant Jay McAllister
Sergeant Greg Smith Trooper Tucker Phelps
Sergeant Austin Lay Barry V. Roy
Ashley Rogers Cindy Ball-Dye
Nick Genty Cindy Murphy
Jonathan Nettles Phillip Warriner
Donna Humphries

OTHERS PRESENT:
Bryan Dye Joan Shipley, DPS
Carlie Lay Elizabeth A. Carter

Austin Coleman, Senator Cotton’s Office
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:
Commission Chairman Allison led the pledge of allegiance.
NOTIFICATION OF MEDIA:
The media was notified of this meeting on February 4, 2025.
MINUTES:

Commission Chairman Allison stated our counselor is not here right now, he is running a
little late. Commissioner Hinkle made a motion to approve the minutes of the January 16,
2025, regular monthly commission meeting. Commissioners Basore seconded the motion.
Commission Chairman Allison stated any discussion, all in favor say I, any opposed, motion
carried.

WEAPON RESOLUTIONS:

Major Ron Casey presented the following resolutions for consideration by the ASP
Commission.

WHEREAS: Corporal Doug Cash efficiently and effectively served the Arkansas
State Police for a period of twenty-eight years, ten months, and twenty
days;
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WHEREAS: Corporal Doug Cash retired from this department December 31, 2024;

WHEREAS: His departure creates a vacancy that will be most difficult to fill, which
is recognized by each and every member of the Arkansas State Police
Commission;

WHEREAS: Corporal Doug Cash has made formal request that his service weapon

be retired with him and remain in his possession;

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED: The Arkansas State Police Commission, in its regular
meeting at Arkansas State Police Headquarters in Little Rock, Arkansas on Friday, February
14, 2025, in accordance with Act 547 of 2003 awards him, his Glock Model 17, Serial
Number BMSA381, as a token of their esteem and appreciation for service devoted to the
Arkansas State Police.

Commissioner Basore made a motion to approve the above weapon resolution presented to

the Commission. Commissioner Hinkle seconded the motion. Commission Chairman
Allison stated we have a motion and a second, any opposed, motion carried.

WHEREAS: Corporal Doug Cash efficiently and effectively served the Arkansas
State Police for a period of twenty-eight years, ten months, and twenty
days;

WHEREAS: Corporal Doug Cash retired from this department December 31, 2024;

WHEREAS: His departure creates a vacancy that will be most difficult to fill, which
is recognized by each and every member of the Arkansas State Police
Commission,;

WHEREAS: Corporal Doug Cash has made formal request that his shotgun be

retired with him and remain in his possession;

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED: The Arkansas State Police Commission, in its regular
meeting at Arkansas State Police Headquarters in Little Rock, Arkansas on Friday, February
14, 2025, in accordance with Act 547 of 2003 determines the fair market value of the
Remington shotgun, serial number PC541302, that Corporal Doug Cash has carried be
affixed at $100.00, and that Corporal Doug Cash be permitted to purchase the shotgun for his
personal use.

Commissioner Basore made a motion to approve the above weapon resolution presented to
the Commission. Commissioner Hinkle seconded the motion. Commission Chairman
Allison stated we have a motion and a second, any opposed, motion carried.

WHEREAS: Senior Corporal Quinn Best efficiently and effectively served the
Arkansas State Police for a period of twenty-six years, four months,
and eight days;

WHEREAS: Senior Corporal Quinn Best retired from this department December
31, 2024;

WHEREAS: His departure creates a vacancy that will be most difficult to fill, which
is recognized by each and every member of the Arkansas State Police
Commission,;

WHEREAS: Senior Corporal Quinn Best has made formal request that his service
weapon be retired with him and remain in his possession;

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED: The Arkansas State Police Commission, in its regular
meeting at Arkansas State Police Headquarters in Little Rock, Arkansas on Friday, February
14, 2025, in accordance with Act 547 of 2003 awards him, his Glock Model 17, Serial
Number BMSA220, as a token of their esteem and appreciation for service dedicated to the
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Arkansas State Police.

Commissioner Akin made a motion to approve the above weapon resolution presented to the
Commission. Commissioner Teague seconded the motion. Commission Chairman Allison
stated we have a motion and a second, anyone opposed, the motion carried.

WHEREAS: Senior Corporal Quinn Best efficiently and effectively served the
Arkansas State Police for a period of twenty-six years, four months,
and eight days;

WHEREAS: Senior Corporal Quinn Best retired from this department December
31, 2024;

WHEREAS: His departure creates a vacancy that will be most difficult to fill, which
is recognized by each and every member of the Arkansas State Police
Commission,;

WHEREAS: Senior Corporal Quinn Best has made formal request that his shotgun
be retired with him and remain in his possession;

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED: The Arkansas State Police Commission, in its regular
meeting at Arkansas State Police Headquarters in Little Rock, Arkansas on Friday, February
14, 2025, in accordance with Act 547 of 2003 determines the fair market value of the
Remington shotgun, serial number PC531733, that Senior Corporal Quinn Best has carried
be affixed at $100.00, and that Senior Corporal Quinn Best be permitted to purchase the
shotgun for his personal use.

Commissioner Akin made a motion to approve the above weapon resolution presented to the
Commission. Commissioner Teague seconded the motion. Commission Chairman Allison
stated we have a motion and a second, anyone opposed, the motion carried.

PROMOTION CERTIFICATES:

Colonel Mike Hagar presented a promotion certificate to Captain Larry Joe Carter promoting
him to Captain in the Criminal Investigation Division, Special Investigations Unit.

Colonel Mike Hagar presented a promotion certificate to Sergeant Andrew Austin Lay
promoting him to Sergeant in the Regulatory and Building Operations Division, PI/Security.

OFFICIAL COMMENDATIONS:

Colonel Hagar stated next, we have Official Commendations, a few of them presentations,
the first one is Trooper Tucker Phelps, the overview will be presented by Sergeant Greg
Smith.

Sergeant Greg Smith Colonel, Mr. Chairman, and Commissioners, I will read some of the
narrative for Trooper Tucker Phelps. Sergeant Smith stated on June 27, 2024, at
approximately 2:32 p.m. Trooper Tucker Phillips demonstrated exceptional bravery and
commitment to public safety during what started as a routine traffic stop but quickly escalated
into a dangerous pursuit and physical confrontation. While on patrol, Trooper Phelps
observed a Chevrolet Camaro on Zero Street in Fort Smith displaying fictitious tags. When
attempting to initiate a traffic stop on the vehicle, it fled onto State Highway 271. During the
pursuit, the vehicle lost control, rotated 180 degrees and collided head on with Trooper
Phelp’s vehicle. Despite being struck in the face by his airbag, Trooper Phelps exited his
vehicle to try to apprehend the suspect. Unknown to Trooper Phelps, the suspect was a parole
absconder and was wanted for felony drug charge. When the suspect refused verbal
commands, Trooper Phelps grabbed and tried to pull him from the vehicle. This started a
lengthy physical confrontation that involved the suspect wrapping his arm around Trooper
Phelps neck while they wrestled to the ground. Trooper Phelps fought the suspect off, and
the suspect attempted to flee on foot. Trooper Phelps refused to give up and was not going
to let this dangerous suspect escape, he chased him down and engaged in another physical
altercation that ended with Trooper Phelps physically restraining the subject and placing him
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in handcuffs. Trooper Phelps is being commended for his unwillingness to give up and his
refusal to allow this dangerous suspect to escape.

Colonel Mike Hagar presented Trooper Tucker Phelps with an Official Commendation
Award.

Colonel Hagar stated next up is Telecom Operator Ashley Rogers and the presentation will
be given by Telecom Supervisor Vaughn Roy.

Telecom Supervisor Vaughn Roy stated good morning, Colonel, Commission, and Command
Staff I am going to give the narrative for what Ashley Rogers did on two back-to-back dates.
On July 24, 2024, at 8:47 a.m. Telecom Operator Ashley Rogers received several calls
regarding a reckless silver SUV with a damaged front bumper and no back windshield it was
running other motorist off the roadway and driving in the median on I-40 eastbound around
the 233-mile marker. Operator Rogers contacted Trooper Richard Smith and the Saint
Francis County dispatch advising them of this call. A short time later Operator Rogers heard
via the county radio that a Palestine officer spotted the silver SUV at the Love’s truck stop in
Palestine. Operator Rogers heard the license plate and suspect description on the county
radio. Upon running the license plate, Operator Rogers determined the silver SUV was stolen
by force from Little Rock. Operator Rogers immediately relayed this information to Trooper
Smith and Troopers in the Troop D area. Trooper Smith and a St. Francis County deputy
located the silver SUV still eastbound on 1-40. Trooper Smith attempted a traffic stop that
resulted in a pursuit. Trooper Smith performed a TVI, and the suspect fled on foot that
resulted in an hour and a half search for the suspect. Operator Rogers was instrumental in
coordinating our Troopers, St. Francis County, and Forrest City Police Department in an
effort to locate the suspect. The suspect was taken into custody without incident.

The very next day, July 25, 2024, at 9:23 a.m. Operator Ashley Rogers received emergency
radio traffic that no operator ever wants to hear from a Trooper that they had shots fired in
DeValls Bluff. From that time on, Operator Rogers monitored two radio channels and
recorded into CAD all transmissions on both channels. In the midst of this she also began
the search for suspect information from radio traffic and then disseminated that information
to Troopers enroute to the scene. Operator Rogers continued her documentation of the
incident until its conclusion at approximately 2:00 p.m.

In both of these incidents on back-to-back days, Operator Ashley Rogers performed at an
exceptional level of professionalism and expertise. Her highly detailed documentation of
both incidents surpassed the accepted standards of documentation. Her poise and
professionalism in the face of these tremendously stressful situations is beyond reproach.
This demonstrates her dedication to the troopers and to the Arkansas State Police. Operator
Rogers represented her Troop and the Arkansas State Police in a manner that is in the highest
traditions of our organization.

Colonel Mike Hagar presented Telecom Operator Ashley Rogers with an Official
Commendation Award.

Colonel Hagar stated our last one is Telecom Operator Cindy Ball-Dye also presented by
Telecom Supervisor Vaughn Roy.

Telecom Supervisor Vaughn Roy stated good morning, Colonel, Commission, and Command
Staff. On July 27, 2024, a special saturation was held in Crittenden County and West
Memphis area. There were 28 troopers assigned to this saturation and Telecom Operator
Cindy Ball-Dye was the only telecom operator on duty from 3:00 p.m. until 11:00 p.m. during
this saturation.

Operator Ball-Dye conducted herself in an extraordinary manner during the saturation. She
handled 171 call for services which included 10 motor vehicle accidents and one pursuit, she
did this completely by herself. This is approximately 22 calls for services per hour. Operator
Ball-Dye also was responsible for contacting wrecker services for 15 tows, during the
saturation. Operator Ball-Dye demonstrated a high level of expertise and professionalism
throughout her shift. She was able to maintain officer safety by keeping track of all 28
Troopers and providing each Trooper ACIC/NCIC information in an expedient manner. She
never required any Trooper to have to repeat his radio traffic and maintained a high level of
professionalism in all radio transmissions. At the end of her eight hour shift she volunteered
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to stay until 1:15 a.m. assisting the midnight operator due to the high traffic volume. This
demonstrates Operator Ball-Dye’s commitment to excellence and sense of duty to the
Arkansas State Police. It also demonstrates her care for her fellow telecommunicators.

Colonel Mike Hagar presented Telecom Operator Cindy Ball-Dye with an Official
Commendation Award.

Commission Chairman Allison stated division reports, and we will start with our Fiscal
Report, Ms. Perry

Karen Perry stated good morning, Colonel, and Commissioners, you have your January
report, we should be roughly at 58% and we are operating just a little bit under 58%.
Legislative Audit has started our FY24 audit and that will take about 6 months for them to
complete. Our appropriations bill is HB1191, that is going through the legislature. I would
be happy to answer any questions.

Commissioner Hinkle asked is it normal for them to take six months? Karen Perry stated it
is; it is just a lot they have to do, there is six divisions, it is not just state police, it is all the
Divisions under Department of Public Safety.

Commission Chairman Allison stated Administrative Services, Captain Craig Teague.

Captain Craig Teague stated Colonel Hagar, Mr. Chairman, and Commissioners good
morning, the Administrative Services report for January includes the following personnel
transactions. For uniformed noncommissioned we had one new hire, one rehire, two
voluntary resignations, one involuntary resignation, and one lateral transfer. For
commissioned transactions we had one reinstatement, one involuntary resignation, and we
had five military deployments.

Captain Teague stated we still have 39 recruits in Troop School. In January they had some
really important training, they went through advanced firearms, they went through traffic
stops, and they had ground commands. This week I am not winning any popularity contest
with them they got OC sprayed two days ago and we are tasing them next week. So, [ am
not the most popular guy right now. They are finishing up week 18 and we are still set for
graduation at the Capitol at 6:00 p.m. on March 27.

Captain Teague stated the Wellness Unit assisted 28 individuals in January, made five follow
up visits and the nurse practitioner saw 18 patients.

Captain Teague stated regarding the ASP Health Plan, the January paid claims were
$1,680,170.08, that is decrease of $155,823.83 from the last month. The fund balance was
$533,048.59 lower than last month, for a total fund balance of $12,976,851.82. The saving
discount for December was 67.6%.

Commissioner Teague asked how many recruits did you start with? Captain Teague stated I
want to say we started with 56, I believe sir, I believe that is correct.

Commission Chairman Allison stated Crimes Against Children, Major Drew.

Major Jeff Drew stated good morning, Colonel, Chair, and Commissioners, the CACD
Hotline received 5,467 calls in January, with 2,296 of those were accepted for investigation.
Major Drew stated there were 32 child deaths reported, two of those were investigated, 27
assessed, and three documented. Major Drew stated investigations accepted 497 cases and
closed 534 with 134 being found true which was a substantiation rate of 26%. Major Drew
stated the child deaths are more significant, like 1 guess explained last month, there were ones
not reported that fell within that time period.

Commission Chairman Allison stated Criminal Investigations, Major Stacie Rhoads.

Major Stacie Rhoads stated good morning, Colonel, Chairman, Commissioners, for the
month of January for Criminal Investigations we had 135 cases, 77 of those we were the
primary lead agency, we opened 8 secondary investigations, and we conducted 50 agency
assists. We conducted 23 death investigations, seven of those were homicides. Major Stacie
Rhoads stated we conducted one officer involved shootings and one use of force investigation
involving a local agency.
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Major Stacie Rhoads stated I want to highlight this month; we had a really good conviction
in Van Buren County in January and it was a case that we worked in conjunction with our
Crimes Against Children. It was a man who was accused of not only raping his own children
but his stepchildren also, and there were ten kids involved in this investigation. As a result
of the jury trial in Van Buren County, he was convicted of ten life sentences. We collaborate
with CACD so much and that sentence really talks about the work that went into that, and I
am really proud of that.

Major Stacie Rhoads stated I also want to take the opportunity to highlight our aircraft
section. I know you all are all familiar with that but what you may not know is some of the

things that they do to help us in our criminal investigations, not only do they come out and
provide air support when we conduct operations, they are instrumental in helping us find
missing persons and fugitives. But here recently, we have worked a lot of homicide
investigations that our suspects have fled out of state, and they have been instrumental in
helping us bring those fugitives back to the State of Arkansas so they can stand trial for what
they have been accused of. Major Stacie Rhoads stated when I think about Corey, Ritchie,
and Ryan over there, I know they could probably make a lot more money somewhere else
doing what they are doing, and I think that to me that makes what they do for us so much
more meaningful. I just wanted you all to know the impact they have had on us in Criminal
Investigations.

Commissioner Hinkle stated speaking as an aircraft owner, I would amen what you said about
their salaries, they could definitely be making more someplace else. Major Stacie Rhoads
stated, and it is a dangerous job to boot, it is a skill, but it is also very dangerous.
Commissioner Hinkle stated yeah, there is not somebody on the ground shooting at my pilot.

Commissioner Reeves stated before you sit down Stacie, [ want to thank you again for coming
to Harrison to make a presentation to the Rotary Club and Colonel, I want to thank you for
allowing her to do so. We have a great story to tell in many, many ways and one of them is
Criminal Investigations and Stacie did a fantastic job, very well received and heard a lot of
compliments on it, so thank you again. Major Stacie Rhoads well I appreciate that, I enjoyed
the visit and enjoyed meeting your wife as well, thank you.

Commission Chairman Allison stated Regulatory and Building Operations, Captain Dustin
Morgan.

Captain Dustin Morgan stated good morning, Mr. Chairman, Commissioners, and Colonel
Hagar. During the month of January, the Identification Bureau and AFIS Section processed
22,637 civil background checks and 8,505 criminal fingerprint submissions. The Used Motor
Vehicle Dealer Section processed 336 dealer applications. The PI Security Section processed
443 applications. The Fire Investigators conducted five origin and cause investigations, and
the bomb squad handled two explosives calls.

Commissioner Reeves asked Commission Chairman Allison if he overlooked one of the
Majors? Commission Chairman Allison stated did I.

Commission Chairman Allison stated Highway Patrol, Major Ron Casey.

Major Casey stated the Highway Patrol activity for January 2025 included total criminal
arrests of 2,407, 1,540 of these persons were arrested, troopers arrested 276 DWIs and six
DUISs in January. They issued 7,294 citations for hazardous arrests and physically arrested
500 people under that category. Troopers issued 17,818 citations in the month of January
and troopers had 3,711 motorists assists. Troopers were involved in 50 pursuits and
investigated 1,217 crashes, 24 of those being fatalities. They recovered 13 stolen vehicles
with an estimated worth of $203,001.00, with $14,619.00 worth of stolen property was
recovered. Troopers drove 971,264 miles in January. Major Casey stated we had ten aircraft
missions. DL/CDL tests, the operators gave 15,921 tests and 27,317 calls for service came
into our dispatcher centers. The Interstate Criminal Patrol seized $358,216.00, they
confiscated 586 pounds of marijuana, 22 pounds of methamphetamine, 101 pounds of
cocaine, 362 pills of ecstasy, and confiscated 360 pounds of promethazine. Major Casey
stated it was a pretty good month. Commission Chairman Allison and Commissioner Basore
commented it was a great month.

Commission Chairman Allison stated so I saw the big marijuana bust, pictures of it recently,
the 18-wheeler, was that this month? Major Casey stated Captain Goodman got one this
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month and then the Highway Police wanted to try to show him up and they have, so he is
going to have to get to work. Commissioner Allison that was quite an impressive picture
with all the boxes. Major Casey stated I am going to have to pull a Stacie moment and brag
on Chris. He is a Captain over Troop H, and he gets out there and still gets big loads, just is
astonishing to us that he does all of his Captain duties and still gets out there and leads by
example. He is not part of the ICP Team, but he is very much a part of it. Commission
Chairman Allison stated thank you for that, congratulations Captain.

Colonel Hagar stated just a couple of real quick things, number one, I want to thank the
Telecom Supervisor again for putting your people in. I told both of them the work that they
do behind the scenes goes unrecognized so often, and that is a shame because any trooper
knows you guys are our life’s blood out there and can’t thank you enough and I really
appreciate you for taking the time and submitting that package.

Colonel Hagar stated another thing Commissioner Reeves mentioned telling our story. We
recently completed a series, I think you guys received, it was your Arkansas State Police
video series there were about 26 videos done to highlight the different divisions, sections,
and specialized operations of the state police. Jonathan Nettles put that together, every week
that he dropped one of those I would send that out to every single member of our legislature,
and I can’t tell you the feedback we have gotten from them, it really opened their eyes on
how much the state police does. When we are over there competing for those dollars and
those positions, it really helps a lot, so if you haven’t got a chance to watch the videos, I
would encourage you to do so, they are amazing. They are top shelf and there is no telling
how much work goes into that, so Jonathan, I want to thank you very much for doing that
amazing job, it helped us tremendously, we appreciate you very much. Thank you.

EXECUTIVE SESSION:

Commissioner Reeves stated I make a motion that we retire into Executive Session to
consider personnel matters. Commissioners Hinkle/Basore seconded, and the motion passed.
Commission Chairman Allison stated we will be back shortly. The Commission went into
Executive Session at 10:37 a.m.

At 11:13 a.m. Commission Chairman Allison stated we are back in session; we discussed
personnel matters; no action was taken.

NEXT MEETING:

Commission Chairman Allison stated the next commission meeting will be held on Thursday,
March 13, 2025, at 10:00 a.m. in Little Rock, Arkansas with the Lorie Ring appeal hearing
upon adjournment of the commission meeting.

Commissioner Reeves made a motion to adjourn. Commissioner Hinkle seconded. With no
further business, Commission Chairman Allison adjourned the meeting at 11:16 a.m.

Commission Chairman

Commission Secretary



